The role of Dirofilaria immitis antigen in the pathogenesis of pulmonary arteritis in the dog. 1. The effects of antigen infusion.
The aim of this study was to investigate the correlation between the Dirofilaria immitis antigen and morphology response of pulmonary tissue. The pulmonary arteries of D. immitis naive dogs were infused with an antigenic extract of adult female D. immitis worms. Light and electron microscopy and an assessment of vascular permeability were performed to compare arterial pathology 1 h and 5 days after antigen infusion. Thrombus formation accompanied by perivascular edema was present initially, but it was not detectable after 5 days.